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Introduction: The present study was conducted with the aim of comparing theory of mind and verbal
decoding styles in students with special and normal learning disorders.

Research Method: The current research method is causal-comparative. The statistical population in
this research includes all students with specific learning disabilities and normal students of primary
school in Ardabil (academic year 2007-2018). The sample of the present study includes 80 students
(40 normal students and 40 students with special learning disabilities) based on Cochran's sample
size formula, which was determined using the cluster sampling method based on age, gender and
grade level. Academically, this number of samples were selected from the target community. In order
to collect research data, the first and second category of false belief test (1989), checking the verbal
decoding style (interview) was used. Multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) was used to
analyze the data.

Results: The results showed that there was a significant difference between students with and without
learning disabilities in the first and second levels of theory of mind (P<0.001). Also, the results
showed that there is a significant difference between students with learning disabilities and normal
students in verbal decoding styles. (P<0.001).

Discussion: Based on the results of this research, it can be said that children with learning disabilities
have defects in theory of mind skills and decoding styles, which helped such students by planning
and compiling educational and intervention packages.
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